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The Crestview Exchange Club transformed an
empty lot into a red, white, and blue sea of 237
American flags in celebration of Veterans Day.
Each of the 3 x 5 foot flags in this Healing Field
honored Florida’s men and women who have
made the supreme sacrifice in service to the coun-
try. This solemn tableau of heroism stood in testi-
mony to the patriotism of service members for one
week, from November 7 to 14.

Proceeds benefited The Fisher House and the
Club’s Child Abuse Prevention, Youth, American-
ism, and Community Service programs. It was
free and open to the public who could walk
through the stately rows of the 8-foot tall flags.
Volunteers staffed the field to answer questions
about the Healing Field and the club.

Healing Fields are a project of the Colonial Flag
Foundation. The Crestview Healing Field is fea-
tured on the Foundation’s website at http://colo-
nialflagfoundation.org/staticpages/index.php/crest
view. The Field was widely publicized; Crestview

News Bulletin published four articles about the
project, and NWF Daily News published two.

The Crestview Club was the first club chartered in
2008 by the National Exchange Club. Little more
than a year and a half old, it has already become
known as a powerhouse of accomplishment in the
Florida District. According to President Kent
Buckner, “We have a very strong organization in
the Crestview Exchange Club. I am amazed how
such a small group of dedicated men and women
can do so much, with so little.”

Shannon Sapp, president of the neighboring
Emerald Coast Exchange Club, visited the Healing
Field and called it a “job well done”. She said,
“...the Crestview club [is] a young club with an
old soul and tremendous appetite for service.” 

Nicholas Barlotta, Kent Buckner, David Cadle,
Sharlene Cox, Rich Girardin, Mike Kiser, Carolyn
Knudsen, Brian Mitchell, Pam Pannasch, and
Raymonda Schwartz served as the local organiza-
tion committee.
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Fellow Exchangites,

ØßÐÐÇ ÒÛÉ ÇÛßÎ ä îðïðÿ
This is going to be an amazing year in Exchange.
With each new year comes new excitement as we
all plan a successful year with our clubs, our com-
munities, and our programs of service. Exchange
is America’s Service Club, and we prove every
day in communities all over this country what it
means to serve.

Ù·ª» ¬¸» Ù·º¬ ±º Û¨½¸¿²¹»
This year, we begin by growing our membership.
The gift of Exchange is big enough for everyone
who values our American heritage, wants to give
back to their community in some way, or seeks a
way to challenge and support its children. Do you
know of at least one person who would enjoy
meeting with your club members and helping your
club support the community? Why not make it
your personal responsibility to contact that person
and invite them to a meeting of your club? It is
each member’s responsibility to grow Exchange
so that our clubs remain a strong and viable bene-
fit to our communities.

Í¬¿²¼ Ë° É·¬¸ ÛÈÝØßÒÙÛ
In early 2010, we will be promoting “Stand Up
with EXCHANGE”, a program that gives new
members a chance to benefit from reduced dues.
This program waives National and District dues
for 90 days for new members who join in Feb-
ruary and March 2010. Each club’s Board of
Directors may determine how they will handle
local dues for these new members. In most cases
they will at least pay the costs of their own meals
during this period, but it is up to each club to 

decide how to handle this program.

Ý»´»¾®¿¬» Ñ«® ïðð¬¸ ß²²·ª»®­¿®§
This year we begin to celebrate the eve of our
100th Anniversary of National Exchange Club.
You will see news and celebrations all over the
country beginning in July 2010 at our National
Convention in La Quinta, California. As we enter
our 100th year in Exchange, we can all be proud
of the many, many success stories from around the
country as our nearly 800 Exchange clubs work
hard to help their communities. The Florida Dis-
trict can be very proud as well; it has been recog-
nized as a chartered District of the National
Exchange Club for 86 years, since 1924.

Ú±«® Ð·´´¿®­ ±º Û¨½¸¿²¹»
Finally, as we enter this New Year, please allow
me to reemphasize the FOUR PILLARS OF
EXCHANGE: Americanism, Community Service,
Youth Programs, and our national program, THE
PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE. These are
the cornerstones that make us strong and keep us
focused. Remember that the Four Pillars are what
Exchange is all about. Let’s find ways to support
our four pillars so we remain true to our Exchange
foundations and stay strong in our focus.

Happy New Year!

Eric Menger
President
Florida District Exchange Clubs
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The Florida District Board of Directors met on
November 21, 2009, in Deerfield Beach to con-
duct the business necessary to support the Dis-
trict’s clubs. After cutting the budget at the August
Board meeting, the Board’s quarterly review of
current expenses and revenues indicated that,
although the District is in the black, it needs to
continue to contain expenses.

Each Vice President reported on the area of the
Four Pillars of Exchange for which they are re-
sponsible: Americanism, Youth, Community Ser-
vice, and Child Abuse Prevention. The nine Dis-
trict Directors discussed the clubs in their divi-
sions. Committee Chairs for New Club Building,
Awards, Conference, Finance, and Public Rela-
tions also added to the mix.

Finally, President Menger reemphasized the
District’s commitment to growth and asked all
Board members, especially Division Directors, to
communicate regularly with their clubs. He
thanked everyone for taking time to give back to
their communities.

Ú®±³ Ò¿¬·±²¿´ Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾ ÊÐ ±º
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As 2010 begins, thank you to everyone in Region
9, and to your families, for your hard work and
dedicated service. Your skills, talents, and profes-
sionalism resulted in a year full of Exchange
accomplishments in 2009. Region 9 added 132
new members in the first six months of this year.
We hosted a National Convention in July and con-
tinue to lead the way in Youth, Americanism,
Community Service, and Child Abuse Prevention.

Elizabeth and I hope you and your families en-
joyed a happy and rejuvenating holiday season
and wish you a safe and healthy New Year.

Thank you for stepping up in your District.
IT DOES NOT HAPPEN WITHOUT YOU!

Your servant in Exchange,
Paul McShane
National Vice President, Region 9

Ò¿¬·±²¿´ Ô»¿¼»®­¸·° Ý±²º»®»²½»
Î»°±®¬ ¾§ Û®·½ Ó»²¹»®ô Ü·­¬®·½¬ Ð®»­·¼»²¬

Region 9 Vice President Paul McShane and I at-
tended the National Leadership Conference Octo-
ber 14-17 in Toledo, Ohio, held by the Board and
Staff of National Exchange Club for incoming
District Presidents. It was an intense, information-
packed training conference for the DP class who
will bring Exchange into its second 100 years.

We learned about resources available from Nation-
al and how to plan and set goals for our Districts.
We heard about National Exchange Foundation
and history of Exchange, toured National Head-
quarters, and participated in an awe-inspiring
Court of Honor in which two members were in-
ducted because of long and venerable service.

We spent time on how to manage the financial
matters and administrative details of a District and
participated in a model Exchange Club meeting.
National President-elect Margie Miller unveiled
our class logo, a lighthouse symbolizing shining
the light of Exchange on the nation. Participating
in the National Leadership Conference was time
well spent and a job well done by the national
board and staff. I hope to use what I learned to
ensure the Florida District grows stronger and that
each club can be proud to be a part of Exchange.

ÐÎÛÍ×ÜÛÒÌéÍ ÝÑÎÒÛÎÐÎÛÍ×ÜÛÒÌéÍ ÝÑÎÒÛÎ

×² Ì¸·­ ×­­«»×² Ì¸·­ ×­­«»
Ð®»­·¼»²¬é­ Ý±®²»®  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òîóí
Ü·­¬®·½¬  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òìóê
Ý´«¾ Ò»©­  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òéóïî
Ð»±°´» ·² ¬¸» Ò»©­  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òïí
Ý±´«³²­  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òïìóïê
Ý´«¾ Ð«¾´·½·¬§  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òïé
Ý±²ª»²¬·±²  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òïèóïç
Ý´«¾­ Ô·­¬  ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò ò òîð

Í·»®®¿ Ð¿½·º·½ ÜÐ Ö¿½µ Î«¦·½ô Ò¿¬·±²¿´ Ð®»­·¼»²¬ Ý´¿«¼» Ý¿®³¿½µô
Ú´±®·¼¿ ÜÐ Û®·½ Ó»²¹»®ô ¿²¼ Ü¿µ±¬¿ Ì»®®·¬±®§ ÜÐ Ö»®®§ Þ«½µ¸±´¦ 

¿¬ ¬¸» Ò¿¬·±²¿´ Ô»¿¼»®­¸·° Ý±²º»®»²½» ¸»´¼ ·² Ñ½¬±¾»®
ó Ð¸±¬± ¾§ Ò¿¬·±²¿´ Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾



Ø±© ¬± ×²½®»¿­» Ó»³¾»®­¸·°
×¼»¿­ Ì¸¿¬ Ó·¹¸¬ É±®µ º±® Ç±«® Ý´«¾
¾§ Ö±¸² Ó»­­¿´ô Ò»© Ý´«¾ Þ«·´¼·²¹ ¿²¼ Ó»³¾»®­¸·° Ý¸¿·®

Þ®¿·²­¬±®³·²¹
Brainstorm at one of your meetings who your club
does not have as a member. Then, seek potential
new candidates for membership in those areas of
expertise. Examples: “Who knows Doctor Smith?”
“Who knows the building contractor who just got
his business going?” Keep in mind Business Mas-
ters and traditional clubs will use very different
approaches to recruiting new members.

Í¬»¿µ ¿²¼ Þ»¿²­ 
How about using a Competition Team of Member-
ship Builders? Clubs can have good challenging
fun with a “Steak and Beans” competition in
which those who bring in the most new members
enjoy steak for dinner while the ones who didn’t
eat beans. Or maybe the Club passes a hamster in
a cage to a member who has to take care of it until
getting a new member before they can pass it on
to another member.

Ì®·»¼ ¿²¼ Ì®«»
Maybe the best way to gain new members is to
just ask someone. Let’s get creative to grow the #1
community service club in America!

Ü·­¬®·½¬ Ó»³¾»®­¸·° Í¬¿¬«­
President Eric Menger reports that as of December
31, the Florida District was second only to Geor-
gia in the number of new members added since
July 1. Florida is the country’s only District show-
ing a positive growth of net nine members in the
first half of the 2009-2010 year. The Suncoast club
leads with 17 new members last quarter; the new
Manatee River club gained eleven.
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Ü×ÍÌÎ×ÝÌ ÒÛÉÍÜ×ÍÌÎ×ÝÌ ÒÛÉÍ

Ú´±®·¼¿ Ü·­¬®·½¬Ú´±®·¼¿ Ü·­¬®·½¬
Ñºº·½»®­Ñºº·½»®­

President Eric Menger
(772) 532-6132 FLexchange@att.net

District Treasurer Amy Mueller
(727) 459-6726 ammue@aol.com
District Secretary Diana L. Walker
(772) 473-3723 diana.walker@rbc.com

Past President John Messal
(352) 359-0389 messaljfbe@gmail.com
VP, CAP Roy Thompson
(772) 453-3331 jeanroy@bellsouth.net

VP, Youth Sue Jones
(352) 538-2996 sl856@bellsouth.net

VP, Americanism Judy Landgrave
(772) 696-5347 jlandgrave2002@yahoo.com

VP, Community Bill Schilling
Service bjssss@comcast.net
(904) 613-3844

Ü·®»½¬±®­Ü·®»½¬±®­
Division 1 Larry Crismond
Gold Coast crismond@comcast.net

Division 2 Erin Grall
N. Treasure Coast erinkgrall@aol.com

Division 3 Ken Haas
N. Sun Coast kenhaas1@msn.com

Division 4 Paul McShane
Emerald Coast rockne@cox.net
Division 5 Amanda Rolfe
First Coast ar@rolfelaw.com

Division 6 John Messal
Central Florida messaljfbe@gmail.com
Division 7 Diana Walker
Space Coast diana.walker@rbc.com

Division 8 Bill Foley
S. Treasure Coast wpfoley@bellsouth.net

Division 9 Bill MacArthur
S. Sun Coast macarthurwilliam797

@gmail.com

Ý±³³·¬¬»»­Ý±³³·¬¬»»­
New Club Building John Messal, Chair
& Membership messaljfbe@gmail.com
Education & PR Jan J. Binney, Chair

FDXCNews@gmail.com

Conference Kathy Mize, Chair
KMMize@aol.com

Finance Amy Mueller, Chair
ammue@aol.com

Awards Judy Landgrave, Chair
jlandgrave2002@yahoo.com
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William P. Foley joined Exchange Club in 1982,
shortly after moving to Florida from New York
where he was a member and president of a Lion’s
Club. His real estate agent invited him to attend a
meeting of the Port St. Lucie Exchange Club, the
club, he says, to which anybody who was anybody
then belonged.

He served the club in all positions, including
President; during his presidency the club had more
than 90 members. He served on the Board of Dir-
ectors of the Exchange Club Center, then called
SCAN, and was elected District Director for In-
dian River, St Lucie, Martin, and Okeechobee
count Exchange Clubs He helped start four clubs
and was awarded a Green Blazer for bringing in
more than 25 new members in one year where he
was Florida District secretary.

In the late 80’s he joined Fort Pierce Exchange
Club which he served as President-Elect and
President three times each and chaired its Annual
Chili Cook-Off three times. The first year he
chaired the Cook-Off in 2000, it raised more than
$109,600, with every cent going to the Exchange
Club Center. He now supports the Fort Pierce club
as Director of Division 8.

Foley and his wife Diane have been married 33
years; they are retired and live in Palm City. When
their 31-year-old son Bill Jr. was an Eagle Scout,
he completed a beautification project for the
Exchange Club Center. The Foleys like to travel;
last-minute cruises and taking their grandson,
Sebastian, anywhere are their favorite trips. What
he likes best about Exchange is that it’s a family
club. His wife was member of Exchange for sev-
eral years and was the second woman to be presi-
dent of a local club.

Ü·ª·­·±² ê ó Ö±¸² Ó»­­¿´
John Messal joined his local Exchange Club, Ga-
tor of Gainesville, in 1977. He has served three
terms as its president and held all offices and
chairs. He became active in the Florida District
Exchange Clubs in the early 90’s and served as
District Director approximately six years. He then

served two consecutive terms as Vice President for
Youth from 2000-2003. He became District
President-Elect in 2006, then served two as
District President 2007-2009.

Messal considers the ultimate experience of hav-
ing the honor of serving the Florida District as
President for the last two years as his greatest
accomplishment in Exchange. He says, “Success
can only be measured by how well you surround
yourself with a great Team. I had that GREAT
TEAM.” He currently represents the Belleview,
Gator, Ocala, and Suncoast clubs of Division 6.

He is married to Beth Messal who is a nurse and
health facility evaluator II for the Agency for
Healthcare Administration of the State of Florida.
They have four wonderful children and four
grandsons. Their grandsons and two of their chil-
dren live only twenty minutes away and spend
many wonderful hours in their pool. They have
one engaged son who lives in South Carolina and
a daughter who lives in Los Angeles whom they
do not get to see often enough.

John served 31 successful years in the United
States Navy and achieved what he calls “the pin-
nacle of my career when being selected as the
Command Master Chief.”

Ü·ª·­·±² ì ó Ð¿«´ Ó½Í¸¿²»
Paul (“Irish”) McShane joined the Niceville Ex-
change Club in January 1998. He immediately
became one of the club’s most active members.
Paul started out as the Americanism Chair and
quickly moved up the ranks to serve as president
for two terms. He won the Distinguished Club
President award and the “Big E” award. Paul has
been recognized by the club with the Yearling, 

(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5) Rookie of the Year, and
the Exchangite of the Year Award twice.

McShane began serving the District as Division 6
Director; he was the first Florida District President
to volunteer to serve two years, winning Nation-
al’s Distinguished District President award. At the
2008 National Exchange Club Convention in St.
Louis, delegates elected McShane to fulfill the
unexpired term of Regional Vice President for
Region 9, a position he continues to hold. He cur-
rently serves on National Exchange Club’s Past
Officers, Restructuring, and 501(c)(3) committees.
Paul is also a multiple club builder.

He currently serves the Florida District as Director
for Division 4. In that position he supports the
Crestview, Emerald Coast, Niceville, and Talla-
hassee Exchange Clubs. Paul retired from the Air
Force in 1996 after 21 years of service and now
works for BTAS, Inc. in Logistics. Paul and his
wife, Elizabeth, have two grown daughters, Erin
and Kelly. Erin served as the first President of the
Niceville High School EXCEL Club.

Ü·ª·­·±² î ó Ü·¿²¿ É¿´µ»®
Diana Walker was born and raised in Florida. Af-
ter graduation from Martin County High School,
she ventured to University of Louisville, hoping to
find snow for the first time. She worked for the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) as
a Bank Examiner for ten years, first in West Vir-
ginia, then in Florida. She has worked in banking
in various capacities since that time. Currently she
works for RBC Bank as a manager in the Sebas-
tian-Roseland Office.

She joined Exchange when her friend Mike Bell
invited her to a meeting of Exchange Club of Vero
Beach. She went on to be President of that club,
then in 2006 she became District Director of Divi-
sion 2 (Exchange Clubs of Indian River, the
Treasure Coast, and Vero Beach). Last year she
was elected Secretary of the Florida District.
According to Diana, she “... had some huge shoes
to fill following my friend Ginny McFall.”

Married to Ken, she has three grown children,
Scott, Jaima, and Tara. She enjoys sailing, tennis,
reading, and walking on the beach. She says she
“...love[s] Exchange because we focus on what is
important in this world. There are a lot of really
nice people in Exchange. We should always sur-
round ourselves by people that are nice.”

Î±´» ±º ¬¸» Ü·­¬®·½¬ Ü·®»½¬±®
ß¼¿°¬»¼ ¾§ Ð®»­·¼»²¬ Û®·½ Ó»²¹»® º±® ¬¸» Ú´±®·¼¿ Ü·­¬®·½¬ º®±³
×²º±®³¿¬·±² Ð«¾´·­¸»¼ ¿¬ ¬¸» Ò¿¬·±²¿´ Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾ É»¾­·¬»

The District Board of Directors is made up of the
Executive Committee (President, Immediate Past
President, four Vice Presidents, Secretary, and
Treasurer) and one representative from each of
Florida’s nine divisions. The division representa-
tives, called District Directors, are elected to serve
on the Board and guide, train, and communicate
with the Clubs in their division. They make per-
sonal contacts, maintain relationships, communi-
cate regularly with their clubs, and provide leader-
ship training for club officers and directors.

To become a District Director, a member must
first serve as a club officer. If you are interested in
serving the clubs in your area by representing
them on the Florida District Board, please contact
President Menger at FLexchange@att.net.

ê Ú´±®·¼¿ Û¨½¸¿²¹·¬» É·²¬»® îðïð
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The Exchange Club of the Emerald Coast worked
at the Creative Senior Center of Fort Walton
Beach on October 24 for its National Day of
Service project. Club members donated a new
dolly to Jackie Fleming, the manager of the
Center. The Center provides art, exercise, dance,
bingo, bridge, mah-jongg, computer, and other
classes and monthly luncheons for the senior citi-
zens 50 and over of the community.

Club members marched in the City of Mary Es-
ther’s Veterans Day Parade. They celebrated the
holidays December 12 with a Christmas party at
the Fort Walton Beach Yacht Club.

Ù¿¬±® Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾
William A. Moore of Nahunta, Georgia, won the
2009 Florida/Georgia Football Game Raffle. The
Gator Club’s raffle raised nearly $14,000 for Ex-
change Clubs in Florida and Georgia. Club mem-
bers collected donations for the Healthcare for
Homeless Veterans Program. The club celebrated
the holidays with its annual toy drive and a party
on Sunday, December 13 at the Kruczeks’ home.

Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾ ±º
Í±«¬¸ Þ®»ª¿®¼

More than 150 people attended the Exchange Club
of South Brevard’s Meet & Greet at the Mel-
bourne Hilton Rialto hotel on October 13. The
evening, especially the chocolate fountain, was a
huge hit. District officers Eric Menger, Diana
Walker, Roy Thompson, and Erin Grall also
attended the event and presented a $500 check
from the District’s Child Abuse Prevention
Foundation to Yellow Umbrella Center for the
Prevention of Child Abuse.

The club gave attendees stadium cup coin banks to
launch its “You Can Make a Change with Ex-
change” campaign. The evening served as an
effective awareness builder for both the Club and
Yellow Umbrella. Twenty people attended the first
Club meeting after the Meet & Greet instead of
the usual five to seven members. According to
Beth Courtney, who serves as the interim presi-
dent of the South Brevard Exchangites and the
president of Yellow Umbrella, “We continue to
work to grow our rolls and hope to be forty mem-
bers strong by the spring.”

É·²¬»® îðïð Ú´±®·¼¿ Û¨½¸¿²¹·¬» é
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Emerald Coast Exchange Club is the second
club in the Florida District to receive the Na-
tional Service Award this year. According to
District President Eric Menger, Club President
Shannon Sapp did a fantastic job leading the
club to this distinction. Kudos to District Di-
rector Extraordinaire Paul (“Irish”) McShane
too! The Pompano Beach Club was the first 
to achieve the NSA this year in August.



Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾ ±º ×²¼·¿² Î·ª»®
The club’s social chair Jenny Frederick provided
an Exchange Family Days Picnic for the Club’s
Fifth Wednesday event on September 30 for all
members of Exchange Club of Indian River and
their families. Chefs Ed Kay and Peter Armfield
prepared hamburgers and hot dogs. The winners of
the rousing “cornhole” tournament were Jenny
Frederick and Warren Lewis and the father-son
team of Bob and Patrick Schlitt. Mother Nature
topped off the evening with a beautiful sunset over
the Indian River at Riverside Park.

Members spent the National Day of Service with
Youth Guidance children celebrating their Hallo-
ween Hoedown at LaPorte Farms. All children at
this event need permanent mentors. The adult-
child pairs spent the evening fishing, horseback
riding, painting pumpkins, enjoying a hayride, and
interacting with the Farm’s exotic birds, donkeys,
goats, swans, ducks, turkeys, llamas, and zebra,
followed by a cookout and a campfire complete
with s’mores.

The Club attended the Youth Guidance Christmas
party December 5. They helped the kids made de-
corative boxes, ornaments, goodie bags, stockings,
and handmade cards for Christmas, played “Pin

the Nose on Rudolph”, and ate a pizza lunch. The
Club’s own Santa, George Blythe, wished a great
holiday season and distributed healthy snacks.

The club welcomed two new members this quar-
ter. Father-of-two Brian Holmes owns Signs By
Tomorrow, and Melinda Branand is owner/broker
of McKee Branand Realty, both in Vero Beach.

The club’s Foundation held a new fundraiser, the
Merry Christmas Winner-Fest Raffle, December
19 at the 6th Annual Fire & Ice Winter Fest at
Pointe West. They raffled this year’s most-wanted
toys, from ZhuZhu pets to a Nintendo Wii, a wide
assortment of traditional toys at an affordable

price, and two exciting hotel-dinner-entertainment
prizes for lucky parents. They also handed out
1,500 Project GiveAKidAFlagToWave flags. The
event netted approximately $5,500 to be awarded
as grants to local projects for child abuse preven-
tion. The Foundation also was the recipient of the
$3,000 Dyer Difference Award from the Dyer
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The Exchange Club of Vero Beach, chartered
December 12, 1951, is the oldest of the five Ex-
change Clubs in Indian River County. It has been
selling Christmas trees since 1952. It donated its
first-year profit of $1,000 to the Sunshine Center.
Funds raised during the early years allowed the

Club to help establish the first local Volunteer
Ambulance Squad and help purchase and donate
the first kidney dialysis machine to Indian River
Memorial Hospital.

The Christmas tree sale, known as Santa’s Forest,
is the premier sale of trees and wreaths in the area.
It has earned more than $550,000, which the Ex-
changites have donated to local charities and
youth activities. It is now their sole fundraiser.
The public can buy the greenery at the site, order
it online to pick up at the large white sale tent near
Indian River Medical Center, or arrange for deliv-
ery to their home or office.

According to Club president John Wurzberger,
who was quoted in a December 2 front page arti-
cle in the Indian River Press Journal, the Ex-
changites expected to sell approximately 540

Fraser fir trees at a cost of $35 for five-foot trees
to $260 for trees twelve feet tall.

In 2009, the Exchange Club of Vero Beach Schol-
arship Foundation Trust awarded $28,000 in
scholarships to eleven graduating seniors at Vero
Beach High School. Criteria for the scholarship
award include academic achievement, extracurric-
ular activities, and financial need. Since 1958,
when the Club awarded two $400 scholarships for
the first time, the Trust, together with the Club,
has awarded scholarships worth more than
$380,000 to local youth.

Proceeds of this year’s sale will support many
agencies and activities in Indian River County,
including the Exchange Club CASTLE, Vero
Beach High School’s symphonic band, Youth
Guidance, the Fire Safety Poster Contest, the Boy
and Girl of the Month, Vero Beach Police Depart-
ment Officers of the Quarter, the Book of Golden
Deeds, Project GiveAKidAFlagToWave, Freedom
Shrines, local projects for the prevention of child
abuse, and more.
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The Niceville Exchange Club and Valparaiso AM-
VETS Post 78 hosted their annual One Nation
Under God Veterans Day Prayer Breakfast at the
AMVETS post on November 11. Okaloosa Coun-
ty Superintendent of Schools Alexis Tibbetts was
this year’s speaker. The Club also sold hot dogs
and burgers for a local senior center’s fair for its
NDOS project and took part in the annual Nice-
ville Christmas Parade. The theme of the parade
was “Jump, Jive, and Be Jolly – A Swinging
Christmas on the Bayou”.

Ý±²¹®¿¬«´¿¬·±²­ ¬±
Ó¿²¿¬»» Î·ª»® ö Í«²½±¿­¬ÿ

Congratulations to the Manatee River and Sun-
Coast Business Masters Exchange Clubs! Manatee
River, a new club that was chartered this past
August, has already grown from 24 to 35 mem-
bers. The builders of this impressive club are Bill
MacArthur and Doug Booth. The Suncoast Club
gained 17 new members this quarter with no loss-
es. These two clubs lead the Florida District in
membership growth and help make Florida the #1
District in the country.

Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾ ±º
Ò±®¬¸»¿­¬ Í¬ò Ð»¬»®­¾«®¹

National Exchange Club President Claude Car-
mack joined Florida District President Eric Meng-
er and former DP John Messal to serve as rib
judges at the Exchange Club of Northeast St.
Petersburg’s 21st Annual Ribfest™. According to
the St. Petersburg Times, the fun-filled three-day
festival had record attendance of more than 65,000
persons. This year’s Ribfest will be held Novem-
ber 12-14, 2010.

Ö¿½µ­±²ª·´´» Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾
The Jacksonville Exchange Club presented the
Book of Golden Deeds Award to Ray Moore for
his outstanding efforts getting the City of Jackson-
ville to construct and maintain its veterans memo-
rial. This monument, located near the Jacksonville
Veterans Memorial Arena, lists the names of more
than 1,500 local citizens who died defending the
country since World War I.

According to Adam P. Rowe, president of the
club, members gave away hundreds of Project
GiveAKidAFlagToWave flags to the delight of
many smiling children at the Jacksonville Veterans
Day Parade. They enjoyed a wonderful and inspir-
ing One Nation under God presentation by Pastor
Rickey Powell. They conducted their Annual Juli-
an Johnson Clothing Drive as their National Day
of Service project. Members collect donations of
clothing and housewares to be distributed to needy
families and homeless and disabled persons.
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The Exchange Club of Pompano Beach held its
Annual “150” Charity Dinner and Auction on No-
vember 20. Once again this popular fundraising
event brought in more than $50,000 that will fund
the Club’s local charities.

This year’s gala took place at the Lighthouse Point
Yacht and Tennis Club. The “150” featured includ-
ed a cocktail hour and a super dinner of shrimp
and steak, silent and public auctions, door prizes,
a 50/50 raffle, and the annual drawing for Super
Bowl tickets provided by the South Florida chap-
ter of the NFL Alumni.

For its National Day of Service project the club
took physically and mentally challenged individu-
als on a field trip to Lion Country Safari.

Ú´±®·¼¿é­ ·² Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ì±¼¿§ÿ
Congratulations to 2008-2009 Distinguished Club
Secretaries Carol Everson, NE St. Petersburg and
Ann M. Freeman, Treasure Coast, and 2008-2009
Distinguished Club Treasurers John Ullrich NE St.
Petersburg and Anthony Donini, Sebastian! The
Winter 2010 issue of Exchange Today also fea-
tures photos from the Manatee River Business and
Vero Beach clubs.

Í»³·²±´» Þ«­·²»­­ Ó¿­¬»®­
The Seminole Business Masters sponsored a booth
at the Seminole Recreation Center’s Fifth Annual
Field of Screams October 30. This event provides
a safe place for kids to trick or treat and enjoy
contests, games, bounce houses, inflatable slides,
and haunted houses. Members distributed candy
and Shaken Baby brochures to approximately 500
children and their families. The Club thought ad-
dressing the shaken baby issue
was important because three
children in the area had been 
lost because of this problem in
the previous four months. The
club volunteers for this project
were Judy Miller, Amanda
Zuzek, Club President Rachel
Jordan, and her daughter Elizabeth.

The Club added three new members this quarter:
Marina Szing who owns several Curves franchis-
es, Pawsitively Reliable Pet Services owner
Marsha Donarum, and Judy Kovatch, a hypnother-
apist and yoga instructor.

Eighteen members and guests attended the annual
Christmas party the night of December 12. The
party featured a catered dinner and entertainment
provided by DJ Alex Haengel. 
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The Exchange Club of the Treasure Coast held its
Third Annual Night of Lights December 4. This
festive fundraising evening was held at Tara
Plantation, the home of the law offices of Grall,
Glen & Grall near Vero Beach. The Grall family
has been lavishly decorating Tara’s building and
grounds for 19 years. The site features twenty
themed rooms and hundreds of thousands of lights
for the public to enjoy.

This year’s Night of Lights included gourmet hors
d’oeuvres, wine tasting, a silent auction, and the
Rush Release band. Despite heavy downpours of
rain, the evening was a great success. Proceeds
will be donated to local agencies for projects for
the prevention of child abuse, including the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Indian River County, Healthy
Start, and Youth Guidance. It will also provide
scholarship money for deserving local high school
seniors. Photos and a video of the event may be
viewed at http://tcexchangeclub.org.

Club volunteers Liz Phillips, Donna Kingsley,
Alice Gaskill, and Kim Prado also distributed
2,000 pieces of candy, one piece per child, at the
local Mall in celebration of Halloween.

Û¨½¸¿²¹» Ý´«¾ ±º Í»¾¿­¬·¿²
Sebastian Exchange Club celebrated the National
Day of Service with its inaugural Blue Water
Open Kids’ Day Fishing Tournament on October
24 at the Riverside Park city docks. Forty-one
children, most from the Boys & Girls Club of
Sebastian, caught 341 fish. Weighing all those fish
kept Pat Folkening and her crew very busy. The 

club gave each child a rod and reel to keep and
awarded trophies for Biggest, Smallest, and Most
Fish. Florida Fish and Wildlife officer, Andy
Zamonis, brought a brand new boat to show the
kids and spoke to them about conservation.

This year the club wanted to give back to the com-
munity in a way that expressed members’ love and
concern for children while promoting its annual
Blue Water Open fundraiser. Rick Giteles had the
idea to combine the fishing theme with a chil-

dren’s event. He volunteered to chair the commit-
tee to made the tournament a reality, and the kids’
fishing tournament was born!

The club also presented a check for $6,750 to the
CASTLE and one for $1,000 to Hibiscus Chil-
dren’s Center for local projects for the prevention
of child abuse.
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