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WELCOME, SARASOTA BUSINESS EXCHANGE CLUB!

Sponsoring club president Kevin Baylor
presents the Bell and Gavel to
Christine Harman, charter president of
Sarasota Business Exchange Club

Congratulations to the Sarasota
Business Exchange Club, Flor-
ida District’s newest Exchange
Club. The club held its Perma-
nent Organizational Meeting on
April 22. Its sponsor is the Ex-
change Club of Manasota East.

Jim Brown, past Florida District
and National Exchange Clubs
president, conducted the POM
and inducted 28 members into
the club. Christine Harman is
the club’s Charter President.
Other charter officers include
President-Elect C. Susan Hilton,
secretary Carol Tira, and treas-
urer Carman Miller. Afsaneh
Gharavi, Doug Booth, and Bill
MacArthur are Club Builders.

Sarasota Business Exchange
Club’s Charter Banquet took
place on May 20 at Broccolini’s
Restaurant in Sarasota. Special
guests included National Ex-

change Club Secretary James
M. Hartley, Club Builder and
Past Florida District President
Bill MacArthur, Exchange Club
of Manasota East President Ke-
vin Baylor, Past Regional Vice
President Bill Moomaw, and
Jim Brown.

Moomaw represented National
Exchange Club and gave the
motivational address. Kevin
Baylor, president of the spon-
soring club, presented the Bell
and Gavel to Charter President
Harman, and Jim Hartley pre-
sented the Club’s Charter to her.

The new club meets weekly at
Thursday noon at the IHOP
Restaurant, 4000 South Tami-
ami Trail, in Sarasota. This busi-
ness club supports the Family
Partnership Center, as do all the
other Exchange Clubs in Divi-
sion 9. Master Club Builder Bill
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National Executive Vice President

James Hartley awards Sarasota
Business Exchange Club’s Charter to
Charter President Christine Harman

MacArthur is Division Director.

According to the June 18 issue
of Currents, National’s bulletin
for club leaders, six new Ex-
change clubs and one Excel
club were chartered in the entire
country in 2009-10. Of these six
clubs, two of these new clubs
were formed in the Florida Dis-
trict. The first club organized
this year was the Manatee River
Business Exchange Club, a
Florida District club chartered
July 21, 2009; Doug Booth and
Bill MacArthur are the club
builders. Sarasota is the second
Florida club of the year.

Business Masters Clubs offer
their members business and pro-
fessional network associations
and benefits and provide them
with opportunities to make a
difference through community
service projects.

Summer 2010

Florida Exchangite 1



=PRESIDENT’'S CORNER

National Exchange Club treasurer Ron Lashmett installs
President Eric Menger as Kelly Menger looks on

Fellow Exchangites:

CONGRATULATIONS! This has been a very suc-
cessful year, thanks to all of you! As we look for-
ward to the new Exchange Year, we can be very
proud of what we accomplished already. Florida
District Exchange Clubs increased their member-
ship overall in spite of a general downturn in the
economy. During the past year, we added more
than 300 new members, bringing in new ideas,
new passions, and new friends. New Exchangites,
I welcome each one of you to America’s Service
Club. Please get involved immediately in your
club and do your part to make a difference in your
community. You can be assured of help in achiev-
ing YOUR goals by reaching out, becoming ac-
tive, and supporting the goals of your local club.

More Than Half a Million Dollars Donated

This year, Florida Exchange Clubs donated more
than $500,000 to local charities that encourage
Americanism, Youth Development, Prevention of
Child Abuse, and other Community Service pro-
grams. Our State’s six Child Abuse Prevention
Centers served thousands of children and families.
Exchangites encouraged and supported hundreds
of seniors; we gave thousands of children Ameri-

. B r.
President-Elect Ken Haas and President Eric Menger
at the Convention Hospitality Suite

can Flags to show them the importance of its sym-
bolism. Many veterans were honored, many poor
or homeless people were fed, clothed, or even
given homes, and many broken families were
healed. In Florida, as well as all around this great
country, Exchangites prove every day what it
means to serve, and we truly make a difference.

I am very proud and humbled by your faith in me
to lead our Florida District Board of Directors for
another year. The members of our Board are
ready, willing, and eager to begin a new year, and
I know that they will do everything in their power
to continue to support and grow Exchange around
the State. Congratulations to newly elected Board
members Nancy Gollnick (Division 2) and Karen
Helms (Division 4), who come to us with experi-
ence in both leadership and service.

Ken Haas Is President-Elect

Special congratulations to Ken Haas, who is our
new President-Elect! Ken is a natural leader who
took the Northeast Exchange Club of St. Peters-
burg to new heights this year as club president,
while serving as Division 3 Director and National
committee member. He joined the club in April
1978 and served as President in 1988-89 and as
Treasurer, Vice President, President-Elect, and
Board member. Ken and his wife Janet have been
married 44 years; he is retired from a 37-year
career in telecommunications.

This coming year marks the 100th anniversary of
the National Exchange Club. Since 1911, when
Exchange started as one club in Detroit, we have
grown to more than 700 clubs with a common
purpose: to serve our communities. Exchangites
have donated millions of dollars to charitable
causes for the prevention of child abuse, and mil-
lions more have gone to other community needs.
Equally important, our National Exchange Club
supports values and goals that have always made
our country strong. We continue to provide a core
group of good people who lead our communities
and strengthen our nation. We are truly America’s
Service Club, and we look forward to serving in
our towns and cities for another 100 years!

I hope to see many of you at our Annual National
(continued on page 24)
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CONVENTION 2010=

Happenings at the Hyatt

102 Exchangites and guests attended the 88th An-
nual Convention of the Florida District Exchange
Clubs May 14-16 at the Hyatt Regency Jackson-
ville Waterfront. Preconvention social events in-
cluded a golf outing attended by nine golfers at
the Deerwood Country Club and dinner for twenty
at Vito’s Restaurant at The Landings on Thursday,
the thirteenth.

The District Board met the next morning. National
representative Ronald J. Lashmett was a special
guest; he reported on a special NEC initiative to
increase membership. The Board heard a presenta-
tion about National Exchange Club Foundation’s
Capital Campaign, Investing in America’s Future,
by Norma R. Murphy and Janell J. Johnson of the
Hartsook Company.

S

The sunset view from the Friday night Barbecue held on
the Hyatt's outdoor deck overlooking the John's River

Students were the stars in the Ray Earnest Ameri-
canism Speech Contest and the Youth competi-
tions on Saturday morning. The Youth Awards
luncheon was attended by 96 Exchangites, youth,
and their families. After the Business Meeting, in-
formative sessions were conducted by John Mes-
sal, Bill MacArthur, and the National representa-
tives, and an exciting Jeopardy game of Exchange
facts was led by Eric Menger. The Convention
concluded on Sunday with a meeting of the new
Board and a presentation by Paul McShane.

Social events included the Friday night Barbecue,
Saturday night Installation and Awards banguet,
the One Nation Under God breakfast on Sunday,
and informal gatherings in the Hospitality Suite.

Save the Date!
May 2011 * Deerfield Beach Hilton

Kathy Mize, Convention Coordinator
Message from the
2010 Convention Coordinator

It was a pleasure to serve as the Florida District
Exchange Clubs Convention Coordinator. | want
to thank all of you for the help and support you
gave to make this year's convention GREAT! We
were fortunate to have Ron Lashmett, National
Exchange Club Treasurer, and Michelle Smolen-
ski, NEC Communications Director, participate in
the convention this year.

Congratulations to all award winners, both clubs
and individuals. And a special thanks to...

* Eric Menger for his leadership throughout the
year and at the convention

* Amy Mueller for all her work as treasurer and
registration... | could not have done it without her!
* Amanda Rolfe and Jacksonville club members

*» The Northeast St. Pete Exchange Club for their
unending support, energy, and constant willing-
ness to help whenever needed

Due to an injury, Beth Messal was unable to at-
tend, and she was greatly missed by all. It is my
hope that everyone who attended had a chance to
meet new Exchangites, learn new things, and get
re-energized to go home and grow Exchange.

John Messal, Harold Floyd, Bill MacArthur, and Dina Gebriele
enjoyed the Hospitality Suite on Friday night.
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=CONVENTION 2010
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Kaan Tursucu, Joshua

Treloa

r, Sergio Tierrablanca, and

Jordan Colclasure competed for 2010 Boy of the Year.

2010 Youth Awards

Sue Jones, Vice President of Youth

Youth of the Year

Eight outstanding young men and women compet-
ed in the 2010 Youth of the Year competition.
And, anyone who talked with these young people
will tell you they were all winners before the com-
petition ever began. This year’s Boy of the Year
competitors and their sponsoring clubs include:

Jordan Colclasure
David Drew
Sergio Tierrablanca
Joshua Treloar
Kaan Tursucu

Crestview
Jacksonville
Sebastian
Emerald Coast
St. Petersburg

Girl of the Year nominees and clubs were:

Hallie Abelman
Tasneem Amina
Leslie Blackshear
Chloe Brown
Sarah Wilson

NE St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg
Jacksonville
Pompano Beach
Niceville

the Power of Community Service. Joshua graduat-
ed from Choctawhatchee High School, and Sarah
graduated from Rocky Bayou Christian High
School this June.

Sponsoring Exchange Clubs submitted nomina-
tions highlighting each contestant’s scholastic,
extracurricular, community, and volunteer experi-
ences to be tabulated based on National’s ranking
system. At Convention, contestants met with three
judges who evaluated them for their poise, profes-
sionalism, and ability to respond to questions a-
bout their achievements and future plans to deter-
mine the two winners. Their nominations are en-
tered in the National Youth of the Year contest.
The 2010 winner will be announced by early July.

i
Eric Menger congratulates Falana Shannon,
ACE Student of the Year

ACE Award

“Accepting the Challenge of Excellence” certainly
describes this year’s ACE Award candidates at the
Florida District Convention. Representing their
home Exchange Clubs were:

Sue Jones, Vice President of Youth for the Florida
District, announced that Joshua Treloar and Sarah
Wilson are the 2010 Youths of the Year during the
convention’s Youth Honor Luncheon. They came
to the podium to accept their awards and read their
winning essays on this year’s topic, Inspired by

Falana Shannon, Antoinette Anderson, Kodie Christiansen, and
John Melnick react as the ACE winner is announced.

Antoinette Anderson
Kodie Christiansen
Javon Jones

John Melnick
Falana Shannon

Gator/Gainesville
Niceville
Sebastian

St. Petersburg
NE St. Petersburg

The total combined scores for narratives written
by each contestant and their interviews with this
year’s ACE judges determined the 2010 ACE
Award recipient. Sue Jones, Vice President of
Youth, named Falana Shannon, a senior at Largo
High School, the winner at Saturday’s Honor
Luncheon. Her enthusiasm and excitement at the
announcement were a highlight of the luncheon.
Falana’s nomination has also been sent to National
Exchange Club for consideration for this year’s
National ACE Award competition.
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CONVENTION 2010=

The Veritable Power of

Community Service

Inspiring Tomorrow’s Movers and Shakers
by Joshua Treloar, 2010 Florida District Boy of the Year

As | race around my living room, frantically lay-
ing out supplies for an arts and crafts project and
haphazardly wrapping white elephant gifts, | am
overtaken by a drive to make this evening’s festiv-
ities nothing less than perfect. Yet, as | bound to
and fro, an unexpected event diverts my attention:
the door bell has sounded. They are early. An ado-
rable girl, carrying the most obvious visage of a
child with Down Syndrome, is accompanied by
her mother. These two are followed by a multitude
of others, each with his or her own developmental
disability; they are all members of my club, the
Buddy Connection, awaiting the promise of a fun-
filled Christmas party. Amidst the chaos, a lone
“Thank you” is issued from the parent of the first
child who walked through the door. This was all |
needed to know that | had made a difference.

From the moment | concocted the idea to form a
friendship club between my school and a local
school for children with various disabilities, |
knew that there were incalculable tribulations,
hours of effort, and liability issues ahead of me. In
a world obsessed with perfection and instant grati-
fication, as is depicted daily on television ads and
practices of eugenics, tolerance and understanding
of diversity are waning tendencies of the human
being. Yet, with the creation of this club, | took it
upon myself to turn back this dominant tendency,
to inspire once again in teenagers, the up-and-
coming citizens of this world, a sense of humility
and compassion for those who are unequivocally
different. It is this task, confronting somebody or
something that is so unlike one’s self, that proves
a major anxiety to many; and it is this same task
that makes all individuals who are willing to en-
dure its complexities and rejoice in its rewards
movers and shakers in today’s society, true believ-
ers in the power that comes with servicing one’s
community.

We have seen it replayed innumerable times
throughout history: Martin Luther King Jr., march-
ing against the institutionalized racism and bigotry

Joshua Treloar presents his essay at the Youth Awards Luncheon.
of 20th Century America, Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt, turning around and confronting America’s
greatest fears following the Great Depression, and
Mahatma Gandbhi, preaching ideals of asceticism
and freedom against a torrent of modern tyranny.
All of these individuals took it upon themselves,
often against popular opinion, to face directly the
looming social, economic, and political issues of a
gradually modernizing world. Even so, such lead-
ership in servicing others in one’s community
occurs on the local level as well, often in situa-
tions that most overlook. Take, for instance, the
stay-at-home mother. Day in and day out she
fights stereotypes of laziness and complacency,
yet she does what most fail to do for fear of being
relegated to the ranks of servitude: she cooks, she
cleans, and she gets her hands dirty. She is the
epitome of the power of community service,
whether that “community” is as small as the fami-
ly in which she serves or as large as the town in
which she lives.

My travels as a military child have opened my
eyes to a world of diversity and adversity, instil-
ling in my core being a relentless passion for serv-
ice. | can recall assisting my third grade teacher in

delivering acquired donations to local Japanese or-
(continued on page 26)

Diana Walker (standing), Joshua’s mother Angelique Treloar, his
brother Dakota Treloar, Karen Helms, and Judy Landgrave listen to
Joshua Treloar present his winning essay.
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